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A 

PARALLEL 

Between the 

, Ancient and New Perfecutors, 

OR THE 

PortraiSure of LEWIS XIV. 

In ibme of his 
CRUELTIES and BARBARITIES. 

IT was in the heat of the Perfecution of the Prote- 
ftant Churches of France, that I firft read LaOanuHs s 
Relation of the Death of the Primitive Perfecu- 
tors The Cruelties pracTned in his Age upon the 
Chrid Js, and revived in ours with fo much inhuma- 
nity upon our Brethren in France, put me upon the 
nity upon uui between the Ancient Perfecu- 

thoughts of making a ParaUe i ^ween ^ ^ 

^riv^i™**** £empted ?£ b J th l 

Lewu XIV. mj 1 between them and the French 

n. 2. 
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Preface. And I had continued ft ill in the fame mind , but 
that an Account of the new Barbarities committed in France, 
upon the Protefhnts of the Lower Jqttitaine % being come to 
my hand, and being fo earneftly folicited to publifh it, I 
think it will not be amifs to prefix to it a much larger Com- 
parifon between thofe Tyrants, that we may fee how like 
the Frtnch King is to the Ancient Perfecutors , and that he 
follows their fteps not only in the Perfection, but alfo in al] 
their other Vices, if he does not far exceed them. I have 
been fo much the more induced to this, by the ftrange pro- 
ceedings of a certain Party amongft us, who yet pretending 
to be Proteftants, are yet neverthelefs eager to fall down 
and Worfhip the Golden Image of fuch a Monfter as this, and 
v forgetting what they owe to their God, to Their Ma jellies, 

under whom they lead quiet and peaceable Lives , and to 
their Country, are fond of having for their King, the Ene- 
my of Mankind , the Invader of the Liberties of Europe, and 
the greateft Perfecutor of the Chriftian Religion rhat ever 
was in the World. I intend in the firft place to fet the 
Charaders Lattantius gives of the Perfecutors of the Primi- 
tive Church, with the Method they made ufe of in their 
Perfection, and afterwards I'll (hew that thofb Characters 
do perfectly agree with the French Ring , and that he has 
taken th^vpry #w M«(i,r P6 t n deftrov the Ghrrfttan Reli- 
gion in his Kingdom, as the former took to abolifo it in the 
Roman Empire. But becaufe the World tends always to a 
greater perfection* Ifi! fhew aifo that this French King has 
exceeded Maximian , Valerian , and other Perlecutors in 
Barbarity. 

The Characters Lattamms gives of his Ptrfecutors , are 
thefe-, i. That they were addiihd to the Bmalitie of feveral 
Plcafieres. 2. That they rninea their Sabjetts by £ vert impufuioxg, 
and heavy Taxes for maintaining vajt Armies. 3 T%at they 
(hewed in their Wars fome fuftkmmity, or at leafi man care han 
was decent for preferring -then fives from all danger 4. That 
they were fo weak^at to be fon<Jiy pkafd with the ?»oft exctftivt 
Flatteries could be made then, and tfmidm&fervedh * z >m(b 
glorious Titles, even fometo Blafphcmy it felf 5, Th«t they were 
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prof ufe in the raipng of coftly Buildings. 6. That they were fuc- 
cefsfulfor many Tears together in their undertakings. And Laftly, 
That they had Fearful, Superfluous, and Cruel Tempers. Thefe 
are the Characters of thofe Ancient Perfecutors : I muft 
obferve now what was the pretence of their perfecutionr, and 
the method they made ufe of to compafs their horrid 
deflgn. 

What the pretence of their Perfections was, we may read in * 
an Edttt oiMax'mian himfelf quoted by Laolamius and Evfebins 
in his EcdefiafhcalHiftory, Ub.S.Chap. i.io which Vis faid,7W 
the Cbriftians having forfakfn the Religion of their Forefathers, and 
framed new Laws to govern themftlves by ? the Emperors thought: 
themfelves obliged to Publijh their Edifts to force them to return to 
their firfl Inftitutions. The meafures they took to compafs their 
Defign were theie: r. They pulled down the Chriftian 
Churches. 2. They declared the Chriltians incapable of all 
Honours , Trulls , or Offices , either Civil or Military. 

3. They put them out of the protection of the Law, info- 
much that they could not fue for any injuries done them. 

4. Afterwards they commanded all the Chriftians to abjure 
their Religion. 5. But feeing that they flood firm to their Rules, 
they praftifed all the Cruelties imaginable upon them. 
6thly.anA Laftly. All the Books of the Sacred Scriptur e they 
could find, were burnt by their c\rA^r^ u* v \*q thuc oblervcd 
the coaradters of thofe Primitive Perfecutors 5 t^je prefence of 
their Perfection, and the method they made ufe of to deftroy 
the Cirifiian Religion, I muft give you now a plain Idea of 
this French King, and fhew what has been his pretence in Per- 
fecting, with lb much Inhumanity, his Proteftant Subjedls-, 
and whatme ifures he has taken to abolilh the Proteftant Reli- 
gion in his Kingdom. 

1 . 1 think it will be very needlefs to fhew, how that the French 
King has delivered himfelf up to the Brutalities of fenfual 
Plea/i.res ^ Forwho is unacquainted with his many Adulteries.? 
And who has not he;ird of the famous Ladies, LaVaUerc^ 
Fmtange, and Montefpan, and of the many Children he has got 
by them? But 1 cannot pafs ovtr this Snbjcft without obser- 
ving, That the Lady Hontefpan being Married to a Noble 

French 
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French man, and the Trench King Married tod] he has com- 
mitted the blackeftof all Adulteries. I do not read in Hifto- 
ry , that thofe Monfters Lattantms fpeaks of, have been guilty of 
fuch a Crime as this: But fuppofing they had, they were lefs 
Criminal than the French King, becaufe they could plead in 
their defence the examples of theit Gods : Whereas Lews 
the XI Vth. cannot have fuch an excufe,Uving under the feemmg 
Profeflion of a Chriftian Religion * which though very much 
corrupted, yet informs him, that Adultery is one of the 
horridft Crimes in the fight of God % and ihat it is in exprefs 
terms forbidden in his LawJ hope this is enough,without being 
obliged to fpeak of the Lady Maintenon, feme believing thai 
(he is really his Wife. 

2. I am next to prove, That the Fremch King has ruined his 
Subje&s by Severe Impofitions, and heavy Taxes for maintain- 
ing his vaft Armies and this I can make out wkh as much eafe, 
as I have done his Vices. Though Charles the great was Em- 
peror of Germany, King of Italy ^ and of France, yet he never 
maintained in time of Peace near Four nundred thoufand men, 
as this French King has done. Every body knows how vaft a 
charge fuch an Army muft needs be to the French People 3 for 
their King having not as yet (as ever I heard of ) found the 
Philofoph«r'o Ctono , kUoi* p/^w. av ,a the fxveat of their 
'Brows, 1 mean, their Money, that muft maintain this prodigi- 
ous Number of Soldiers, the Tools ufed for their Slavery, 
and the unconfined Ambition of their Prince. The bare Lift of 
the Taxes impofed upon them by this prefent King, is enough 
to make a Volume, therefore I muft forbear a particular Re- 
lation of them bat to give you a true Idea of the number 
and heavinefs of thofe Impofitions , Let me only obferve to 
you, what was the Annual Revenue of Lewis the Xlth. who 
fufficienrly invaded the Liberties of his People 5 and that of 
Lewis the Xllkh. and afterwards we fhall fee what that of the 
prefent French King amounts to.The Annual Revenue of Lewis 
the Xlth. was Four millions, and Seven hundred thoufand Li- 
vers but that Sum being found too heavy upon the Nation 
in his Son KingCharles the VHIth. his Reign, his Revenue at 
tne defireof tfte States cf Parliament AiTembied at 2Wi, was 
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reduced to Two millions, five hundred thoufand Livers. But 
fince that time the Revenues of the Kings of France have pro- 
digioufly increafed, as thofe Prince's infatiable thirft after 
the Slavery of their People, infomuch that the late King Lewis 
theXIIIth. his Revenue amounted to Five and fifty millions of 
Livers, But that Sum being then thought, with a great deal 
of Reafon, to be highly exorbitant, the French Nation com. 
plained very much of the hard ufage they received from their 
King : But what would they give now to have fuch a one, fince 
even his Exorbitance was tolerable, nay, eafy and gentle, in 
comparifon with that of their prefent Oppreflbr ? For as the 
world is faid to refine every day upon us, and much to exceed 
the Ancient , fo this French King, finding fuch a Sum too lit- 
tie for his vaft Projects and Defigns, hath , through a moft 
tranfcendent refinednefs in Politicks , contrived a thoufand 
ways to drain his Peoples Purfes, and hath attained to fuch a 
lingular and mafterly perfeftion in this Art , that now his 
Annual Revenue, according to the date of the Royal Trea- 
fures, Amounts to near a Hundred and fifty millions. And if 
we take into confideration this prodigious Sum, together with 
what comes to the Clergy, we (hall not be furprized at the 
miferabJe condition of the French Nation Cefpceially in this 
time of War) for want of Trade. 

3. I hope the French King is very like to the Perfecutors of 
LattantMj as to the two preceding Charaflers. , Let us fee 
now if he comes fliort of them in the Third, viz* In want of 
Conrage, or at leafi in (hewing more care than is decent to preferve 
himfelf from all danger. I muft confefs, the Parallel is not 
very exaft in this particular, for this French King goes beyond 
them all in Bafenefs, and downright Cowardice. I read in the 
Roman Hiftory, that Dioclefian, though Vicious, and a Persecu- 
tor, fhewcd neverthelefs fome Courage in a Battel againft G*J 
rims his Competitor and in reducing Aqnileus one of his Ge- 
nerals, who had caufed himfelf to be Proclaimed Emperor in 
in Egypt. That Maximian, firnamed the Herculian^ has been 
prefent in fevcral Battels and Rencounters \ and that Galerius 
Maximian routed Narfeus King of the Terfians in a Bloody 
Battel in Armenia. And yet notwithftanding thofe A ft ions, 

if 
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if they have been taxed with Bafenefs and Pufillaniraity by 
Latlantim, and other Writers , What rauft we fay of the 
French King > He that never had the Courage to Command his 
Army in a day of Battel , and who has never Befieged 
any Town, till after he had made the Bargain fure for it. 

4. I havefaid, That the Primitive Perfecntors were fo ma\^ as 
to be fondly\ pleafed with the moft exceffive flatteries could be made 
them, and affumed undeservedly the moji Glortont Titles, even fame 
toBUfphemy ttfeif. And i am to prove in this place, that the 
French King will by no means be inferior to them in this point, 
no more than in the former. He hasafliiraed the Title of Great, 
which never man before him did in his own life time he has 
taken the Sun for his Emblem, with this proud Motto, nec plu- 
rihisimpa,Y % to flgnify that he is the Phaenizof the world, and 
truly he is in tbe right on't, not however in his opinion, but 
only in mine : For I lieadfaftly believe there is not a man in the 
world that can equal him in fo many bad qualities. He has 
Suffered his Statue to be fet up in publick Places, and to bp 
harangued by Academies , and Corps de ville, which is their 
Common Council, and to be reprelented as Lording it over 
the Earth and the Sea. But the moft Blafphemous of all, is 
that of rh*> pisr* railed Acs Vtttoirs* where one may fee him 
crowned by Victory, trampling Herejy unaet hft fvet , and 
the Four Parts of the Earth reprefented by Four Slaves, chain- 
ed to the Pedaftal, with rhis impious Motto, V I R O I M- 
M O R T A L I, the Immortal Man. This has been thoughc 
fo BJafphemous , eveato Father Meneftrier , tho a moft egre- 
gious Flatterer hiaifelf, that in hisHiftory of this French King 
by ti e Medals, he has been afoamed to relate this Motto in the 
defcription he gives cf that place. I could quote a Thoufand 
other itiftances cf this nature, but I muft forbear, for fear of 
being too tedious: However, I hope the Reader will not take 
iramis if 1 fhew him how Monfieur Pelijfon .( one of the Academy 
of Paris ) fpesks of his Matter in a Panegyrick pronounced by 
r.im, and which is Printed in the laft Edition cf the "Tranfafti- 
ens of that Academy. An nuity , fays he, had a great and 
KcbUrcws.fd in [tore for Heroes, viz.. their ApotheoHs, or Tranf- 
Ution cf them into the number of the Gods. At the Funeral of one 
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°L ' 7 £r T? ° f ih t E y er ° ri > the " me of the P^tricfea 
Famly who Swore That he frn the Emperors Sonify up to Heaven 
inanioftfplenMTr^ph The fame Ancienu Zagined, That 
f i Jn 0 " ? £m ! 1 ** "ver^e and influence the 

g \ 11 1 T- ? belm > md Mre °f ^M'efi ability in going 
Mm thuthen r charge -.But fare J am, if ever LyPri/cedefirvfd 
fichanApotheofij, oi Tranflation into tl n^beUf the Gods, our 

futons tre Gofke andhts influence on th^hole AffL of 
Europe are fonmverfal, thathef eemst<>fari » }? , u ef th f Nat J e 
md Power cj fWUmverfai Intelligence that ritfes allfMunary 
thmgy. Such expreffions are certainly impious, but yet the J 

SJl/S ff ? com P arifo ^f thefe which follow I 
httle after in the fame Panegyrick. If tbefi Pagans \ who 
fondly would have faenficed to the Two Affiles - and ffid of then, 
the Gods are come down among us, hid been the eye wiLffes of 
the mghty AOmu of Lewis Ie Grand, which contain fomani 
9f * th °y »™ ldh *™ W more reafon to have 

tZu'Z T£' h l ***** ° f FfanCe ' ^oallthofeof An. 
X7: > f 1" r C i 106 B,af Phemy, I am then o learn 
where t may be found, or what it is that we call Impiety : 
And fure l am, that Diocletian himfelf was not fo guilty in 

C i ? g J 1 ' £ ° f ^ finc l- he ^d the examp S 5 
C*i, £ »u *nd »nn< juitine him ia that fliamefu niece 
of vanity, by the like in thofe his Two P;edeceS£ e ! 

S f - l 1 , the - Pe0p i e ' he was wont to wear a Suit fet 
thick with Precious Stones ; And has not this vanity too 
been imitated by the prefent French King when he gave 
Audience to the Ambafladors of Sim } S 

'f a f' L f anti *?^ ™» the Primitive Perfecutors were py 0 . 
&" Th£** ° f - "Moldings, 3nd f0 is this V 
King. That ingenious Writer obferveth, That D ocUtil 
laid many Taxes on feveral Provinces, o build in Hit 
>»ed>a fine Palaces for himfelf, for his Wife, and for h s 
Daughters, and an Hippodrome, znArfenal, and a Mtnt hbZ 
Bu E W hat*ere thofe Buildings in comparifon with thofe 
of this French King, if we^onfider that the vefj Lead 

B alone 
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¥ , _ alone imployed at VerfMles , coft near ^ Thirty Millions ? 
•MlEst£? Hc c bferveth alfo, That no fooner were thofe Buildings 

ling. " finifhed, but he found fome fault or other in them , and 
then he caufed them to be all pulled down again , to re- 
build after another manner , according to a new Caprice 
that came in his head , though even then tbey were not 
fccured from other Alterations, And is rot this a Iivtly 
Pidlure of the'madnefs of this French King?Have hoc the Louvre, 
Vcrfailles and Triennon, been built and pulled down , and 
afterwards rebuilt, and then levelled with the ground fe- 
veral times over? So like is Lewis the XlVch. to that An- 
cient Perfecutor. I have done with this Subjeft when I 
have related a paflage which proveth how profufe the French 
King hath been for the beautifying his Palaces, The pro- 
pofal made to him for this Machine which draws the Wa- 
ter from the River Seine near i4arly, to the Water-fpouts 
of Verfailles ; was looked upon at firfl: as that made formerly 
to Alexander about Mount Athos , not however fo much 
for the difficulty of that Machine, as for the prodigious 
Sums of Money which were demanded to bring it to its 
perfection \ and therupon his Wife Councellors endeavoured 
to diflwade l ira from fo coftly a defign * but he asked 
them, Whether they believed the thing was poflible ? And 
upon their Anrwenng, mat mcy iiivu B kt u might he fo 
in it felf, but not in the circumftances his Exchequer was 
in[% Well then, faid the King, fmce that Machine is pofftble, 
J will have it, and it {hall be done, if there be any Money 

'Itcoftatfirft*'* Fr ance.* 

above 6000 /„ 

and fince o\ Laclantius obferveth, That the Primitive Perfecutor s were 

above 15000. fuccefsful for many Tears together, but their end was deplorable: 
every Year. Upon which, though 1 do not pretend to determine what 
will be the End of this French King, yet I fay , he is fo 
like thofe Ancient Monfters, as well in his Succefles , as 
in all the other preceding Characters , that it will noE 
be fo impertinent as it may feem at fi ft, to btlieve that 
the Exit of his Impious Life may be in a very Tragical 
manner, as well as theirs were, who were the Primitive Perfe- 
cutors. That he has been fuccefeful for thefe ©any Years, 

I think 
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I think no body can deny ; and if we but caft our eyes 
upon his prodigious Conquefts, we muft confers, that con- 
f.derine the circumftances of the prefent times , they are 
more confiderable , than tbofe of the Perjtcmm weJpeak 
of- All things have fmiled upon him near thefe Thirty 
years laft , and 'tis upon that account f^f^J™ 
faid, that he is the Sovereign difpofer of the Fate of the 



World. 



7. I come now to the laft Character g. iresof 
his Perfecutors , «*. that they had Fearful, Suferfi'nous 
and Cruel Tempers; and 1 am to Jew that th n Fnck Kmg 
is of the like Complexion too : But having already proved 
hafhe wants Courage, I have at the fame time : ftewed how 
Fearful his Temper was, and how kttle he defaved the 
Title of a Warlike Prince. As to his Superft.tion, , I hope 
I need not to fay any thing upon that TopuJc , for who 
L gSo?ant of U? Truly le muft be Superfluous to . the 
laft degree, and wholly unacquainted with God s Mercy, 
who believes or hopes to obtain the forgivenefs of his 
many repeated Adulteries, and other Sius b ^ comm.W ng 
new Crimes under the falfe pretences of Converting Hw 
ticks Thouah Nero, Vomitian , and Maxmtan have neen 
o ►Cruel, that it feems their Succellors muft yield to 
them in Inhumanity; yet here is a new Competitor who 
is like to win the prize from them all : This Rival is 
Lewis the XlVth. for if we compare his Cruelties ( with- 
ou? exaeeratine the matter in the leaft ) with thofe 
of the Persecutors, we (hall find that he is 
far fuperior to them. 1 muft fet .fide at prefent the Cru- 
elties praftifed under pretence of Rel.g.on, to confider of 
fhS Committed upon ether accounts. Indeed 1 read . a 
Hiftorv, That thofe execrable Mooters put to Death a 
great many of their Si-bjefts upon frivolous pretences, and 
that one of them had a mind to let Rome on Fire;, but 1 do not 
find anv Tracts of ibeir Inhumanity fo frightful as the 
Rubbifh and Allies of VranVendaU Manhein, Spire, and Worms. 
But nerhaps it will be objected, That this is not a good. 
proof P of this French King's Cruelties, for thofe Placate- 
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longing to his Enemies , the Military Law allows fach k* 
vere Treatment. To this I Anfwer, That the Military 
Law allows no fuch Adtions among Chriftians , nor has is 
ever been allowed to deftroy a Country by Fire and S word- 
in that Inhuman manner this French King has deftroyed the 
Pjlattmte) where fo many People of all Ages and conditi- 
ons have been Murthered ; where fo many Towns have 
been pi un d ere d and Burnt, notwithstanding the Words and 
Ailurances given them by the Dolphin himfelf at their Ca- 
pitulations $ and where fo many fine Churches and Reli 
gious Houfes, as weD as the Prince's Palaces have been 
deftroyed, and levelled with the ground, and all this 
almoft without any Declaration of War. 

Par^I h A\ haVe f3 i d i f ^ ffident ' 1 h °P e > to ma ^a true 
Parallel between the Perfecutors of the Primitive Church 
and one of this Age, and to convince all the world, thai 
there is an extream likenefs betwixt them. I /hall there- 
iore now proceed to inquire , into what have 
™«elu Kin 8's Pretences to this Bloody Perlecuti- 

rerv/^n e ^ r0 K eft - ants of i\ ovm Countre y- 1 have alr «oy ob- 
served in the beginning of this Parallel, That the firfi Chrifium 
were 1 erjecuted under pretence that thev had Make a the 7?.« 
gion of their forefathers, and framed new AffembWs, and nt. 
Lam ; hereby the Emperors had been fore' J to th X 
td,£is, to oblige them to return to their firfi Jnfimtkm: nd 
I mult defire you to obferve here. That M 9 upon the vera 
lame account that the French Hugomts have bc^n fo CrJ 
elly Perfecuted in our Days. Are we not accufed for 
having forfaken the Religion of our fore-fathers, ? nd Z 
ftave rejected the precepts of our dear Mother the ChnrTh ? 
Are we not charged with having framed new. Laws' and 
new Aflemblws to govern our felves by, and to bre k the 
Umon of the Church? And is it notion thU acco t 
that the Tyrant of France has PablihVd likewife his nfiS 
to oblige the Proteftants of his Kngrom, to retunS , to 
their firfi InfiitHtions 5 that is to fay, to the Profeffion rf 
the Roman Catholick Religion, from which he fuppr-fed 
they were wilfully , and without any ground, fepaScd ? 

But 
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But let us hear what the French King fays himfelf in the 
Preface of that famous Edi8 given in OUober 1685. to re- 
peal that of Nants. He fays, That Henry the IV. his Grand- 
father had no other defign in putting forth the Edift, called 
de Nantes, than to kflen the Aver [ion which was between 
the Proteftants and the Catholicks, to be thereby enabled 
toeffedt more fuccefsfully the Reunion of the faid Prote- 
ftants to the Church of Rome, from which they had depart- 
ed upon fuch flight pretences. That his Father Lewis XIII. 
had the fame defign, and that he himfelf flnce his coming 
to the Throne, had endeavoured the fame thing, but with 
that good effeft, that the greateft and the moft confiderable 
part of his Subjects were dutifully returned to the Profeflion 
of the Religion of their Fore-fathers. Having thus obferved 
that the Cfrara&ers of the Ancient Perfecutors, and that of 
the Modern, are fo like-, and that the pretence of their Per- 
fection is the fame-, I intend to confiderin this place the 
Method the French King has taken to compafs his defign , 
that we may fee if the Parallel between them is exadtin all 
its parts. 

I: We have Teen in the firft place, that the Perfecutors 
began their Perfecution againft- ck^aianG by pulling 
dowa their Churches; and here we muft again obferve, that 
this French King began to perfecute the Hugonots by the 
very fame method. 'Tis true it was not with fuch Rage 
as the Heathens {hewed on this occaflon * it was with fome 
colourable appearance of Juftice, which was ftill worfe 
than an open Violence, beeaufe the Proteftants were obli- 
ged to be at vaft Charges to make good their Titles, and 
yet for all that they were afterwards Condemned, and . 
ftis no wonder indeed , fince their Enemies were their 
Judges. In fine then, the moft part of the Proteftanfc 
Churches were pulled down under a frivolous pretence, 
w,. That they were eftabliflned againft the Difpofition of 
the Ed ids, or becaufe fome Mahometans had been prefent in 
the Aflemblies, which was prohibited by an Edift given 
in 1680. 

r v • & . " $ ' 
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2. The Chriftians were declared during the Primitive 
Ferfecmions, incapable of all Honours, and Publick Trulls, 
and Offices , as well Civil as Military \ and the French 
Proteftants have been treated with the fame Inhumanity 
by their Prince , which I am now to prove. Les Chambres 
de I'Edttty which were Soveraign Courts, compofed of 
an equal number of Proteftants , and Romanics , and to 
which the Caufes of the Proteftants were referred, were 
fupprefled , and afterwards all the Inferior Judges of the 
Kingdom. In a word, all Civil Officers and Magiftrates, 
that were Proteftants, were turned by force out of their 
Jmployments. The Military Officers were not, I confefs, 
ufed with fo much feverity, for there was no Declaratioa 
come forth againft them 5 but however they were obliged 
to leave their Service, becaufe they could not hope to come 
to any great Preferment 3 the Office of a Captain being 
their greateft reward, notwithftanding their long, faithful, 
continued Services. To all thofe Vexations, tfeey added 
another no lefs cruel and unjuft, the Proteftants were for- 
bidden in feveral Parts of the Kingdom to Exercife any 
Trade or Art, in order to take away from them all means 
of getting their Livelihood , and induce them to turn Pa- 
pift*. Th« Kin S Kimfpir uj a Declaration in 1680. prohi- 
bited all the Proteftants to pradtice the Art of Midwifry. 
What can be imagined more unjuft and cruel than the Perl 
fecurion of France} What, I fay, more cruel and unjuft 
can be imagined, than to deprive fo many Magiftrates of 
their Offices? What more cruel than to prohibit Prote- 
ftants the Exercife of the Natu.al Gifts God had endowed 
them with to get their Livelihood ? And what more unjuft 
and oppofite to the Chriftian Charity, than to throw fo 
many Men into the loweft Poverty, and force them to beg 
their Bread? And all this againft the exprefs terms of the 
EMU of Nantes, where one may read the following wo^ds 
in the 27th Article, We declare the Protefiants capable of all 
Jmployments, Dignities, offices, and Charges, whatever they 
be, &c. and againft the very Oath and Procmfe given bv this 

French King. * J 
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. 3. Lattamins has obferved, That the Chriftians were 
put out of the Prote&ion of .the Laws, that they might 
not fue for Wrongs and Injuries done to them and have 
not the Proteftants in France received the like Treatment 
from their King 5 their Judges and Magiftrates being forced 
out of their places ? So that they feldom obtained Juftice and 
the ftrongeft Argument their Parties ufed againft them, was, 
That they were Hngonots , which was fuflkient to make them 
lo(e their Caufe. 

4. After all thefe Vexations and Perfections, which ac- 
quired them but very few Profelites ; the Perfecutors began 
at laft to take off their Mask, and the Intendants of the 
Provinces at the head of the Booted Mifiionaries , required 
in the Kings Name, all the Proteftants to abjure their Re- 
ligion) as the old Perfecutors commanded all the Chriftians 
to return to their Ancient Inftitution. I will not trou- 
ble my Reader with a thoufand inftances of this nature , 
which I could give, but I cannot forbear mentioning what 
happened at "Bergerac in Ferigord, where I was by chance at 
that very time. *Tts a pretty confiderable Town , fituated 
upon the River Dordoigne , and the moft part of its Inha- 
bitants were Proteftants;, they had fufFered in 1682. a 
great Perfection, and with fo mnrh rnnragp and fteady 
Refolution, that only two Hugonots, as I was informed, 
did forfake their Religion; and that Church was lookM 
upon by the Perfecutors, as a neft of Hereticks, and which 
was likely to make the greateft Refiftance , therefore they 
defigned to attack it in an extraordinary manner. The Mar- 
quis de Botijflers, Commander in chief of the French Kings 
Forces in Aqnitame, went with the Intendam , and two Bi- 
Ihops, at the head of five or fix thoufand Men-, they fet out 
Guards round about the Town, and in the Streets, and no 
body was fuffered to come out \ and aftewards they called 
together the Inhabitants into the Town-houfe, where the Ii>- 
tendant made them a fine Speech. Becaufe the thing 
feemed to me very extraordinary , I went in among the 
Croud , and I heard the Intendant tell them among other 
things, That the King his Mafter being ferfnaded of their cb- 

fiinacy 
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Jfinacy in continuing thier Separation from the Church without 
any grounds , he was refolved cut of hit Royal Mercy to reconcile 
them to her Holy Communion and that therefore they mup ei- 
ther voluntarily renounce their Herefy, or they Jhould be compelled 
to do it according to the precept of the Gofpel. One may eafily 
guefs what a cruel Stab thefe words were to the hearts of 
thefe poor Inhabitants; and yet with a noble Bravery they 
return'd him this Anfwer, That their tftates and Lives 
being in the power of the King, they were refolved to 
undergo all manner of hardjhips as to them , but God alone 
being the Mafier of their Conferences , they would rather fuffer 
a thoufand Deaths , than renounce his true Religion which they 
profejfed. 

5. I have obferved how the Primitive Perfecutors , feeing 
that notwithftanding all their Perfections , the Chriftians 
ftill flood firm to their Rules , pradtifed more and more 
upon them all manner of Cruelties; and Laliantim gives 
this following Defcription of the horrid Punifliments 
they condemned many Chriftians to. They were, fays he, 
firft chained to a Polt , then there was a gentle Fire fet un- 
der the Seles of their Feet , by which all the Callus of the 
Foot was fhrivefd up, till at laft it fell off from the Bones 5 
then FUn-.lcx?*** wcro \\$\t*<\ and out out , and while they 
were hot, clapt to all the parts of their Bodies, thac fo they 
might be tortured all over ; and care was taken to keep 
them alive as long as was pcffible, by throwing cold Water 
on their Face?, and every now and then giving them fome- 
what to cool and refrefli their Mouths, left otherwife the 
Violence of the Miftry they fuffered , ftiould quite dry up 
their Throats , ana fo thoak them. Thus their Sufferings 
were Iengtbnsd out whole days, till at laft their Skin being; 
quite confuted by the Fire, it reached their Vitals, and then, 
a great Fire was kindled, into which they were thrown, and 
fo cheir Bodies were burr* to Afhes , and their Bones that 
were not wholly deftroyed , were gathered and ground- 
ed to Povvckr, and then thrown into fome River, or elfe in- 
to the Sea, Truly the lively Pidture of this horrid Tor- 
fnent is ; very diftnal and.faidetnis;. And were I as Eloquent 
£>fcvi\ * as 
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as -LactantiHsl or at lealt, capable of putting what iMon- 
fieur Claude hath faid of the Sufferings of the French Prote- 
ftants into a graceful Turn in Engtifo. I would undertake 
to make as frightful a Portraiture as this of that famous 
Writer. 

The Infernal Mijfionnaries fet on foot, fays he, to convert 
the Trench Proteitants did with a thoufand Blafphemies, 
and execrable Oaths , hang up Men and Women by their 
Hair&of their Head, or downwards by their Feet in the fmoak 
of wet Hay, where they were almoft choaked lo Death and 
when they had taken them down, and let them corne a little 
to themfelves, if they would not then turn Papifts, they 
hung them up again. . 
. They pinched their Beards of, and their Hairs of their 
Heads, till they had made an abfolute Deflation. 

They threw them into great Fires, and when they were 
half roalted, took them up again, and tying them under the 
Arm-pits, dipped them in cold Water again and again, iffl 
they had made them promife to renounce their Hereiy. They 
tied up fome others (like Criminals, who were to fuffcr the 
Rack) and then with a Funnel poured ftrong Wines down 
their Throats, till its Vapours getting up into their heads 
bad almoft drowned their Reafon , and then they asked 
them to be reconciled to the Church. They ftrip'd them 1 
ftark naked, and after a thoufand horrid Indignities , they 
ftuck all their Bodies with Pins. They mangled others in a molt 
ftrange manner with Pen-knives ; and their Inhumanity wens 
fo far, as to take them by the Nofe with hot Tongs , till 
they forced them to a compliance. They ftruck others 
withScicks, and when they were almoltdead, carried them 
into the Churches, where their bare Prefence was taken for 
a formal Abjuration. They kept them from fleeping for fo- 
vea or eight days together, either by throwing f re ft Wa- 
ter on their Faces, or by making a horrid Noife with Drums : 
or Kettles. If they could find any Sick, they caufed the 
Drums to be beat round their Beds, and fo obliged thofe 
miferable Creatures to renounce their Religion. Sometimes r 
they tied Parents and Husbands to Bed-pcfts , and then 
would attempt to Ravifh thsir Daughters, and their Wives , 

C before 
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before their faces. They pulled their Mtih off their hands 
and Feet, wh;ch is the rrioft acute and ftnfibfe Pain ima 
gmablej and if any of them died , they were drawn to the 
B°afh° n Lay " lialis ' and there eaLen-uj/by Dog?, and other 

I fhould rever have done, if I were to give in fetafl an 
Account of all the Barbarities committed on the French P l0 
tenants * therefore I will content my felf with thefe particu- 
lars, which I hope are fuffcient to prove, that I could make 
as gaftly a P.clurt of the Perfection cf o ur Age as 111 
tm, has done of that of the Primitive Chriftianl ' Bn, it thh 
be not enough, I refer my Reader to. a Bock, called The 
Complmnts of the perfected Proteftants in France, at which the 
Trench K,ng was fo offended , that at the dcllre of hi s MmU 

Zgm! our CouU ' it ms publ,k,y bu ™ 'i^m 

Andelt 0 ZlrLI" eX3d Parallel between th€ Mode ™ and 
ancient Perfecntors , it remains only to inquire further 

this I £j Jnt ° rder /' ? ^ Wel! as ******** Bui 
"is I thmk will be out cf queftion, fince we have here £ 
many tnoufand WitneflU, who c2n J * tt 7£ J?J J? JL c 
that hornd impiety •, for thol have feen it with mantles 

Tfft[mo P ny * $S UP ° n fiD S ,e wS^S 

I have fnfficiently made out the Parallel I promifed 
men thejW King, and the Perfecntors of fbeflSjfc' 
Church. I have (hewed that they were alike in their TeT 
pers and m them Aclions, that the pretences of their PeT 
fecut.on have been the fame, and that they have made ufe 
of the like Methods to compafs their defign. I muft nl 
mthelelsobferve, that thofe Ancient Monfte s cannifnre" 
tend to come up to the late heights of Crueltv hut ™* 
yield therein to the French King •, they perfecutS\E; ^ 
ftians, becaufe they denied t£ir GoTto 
maintained that fome of them had never been Tnd r E? 
the others were vicious Men, and dead long aeo '- mi^ 
■^Termtn to them , wbtrt ftm cf yJcSarT^Z 

Bsfides, 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



( 17 ) 

Befides, they were not prohibited by the Laws -of their 
Gods to be cruel towards the Ghriftians *, but on the con- 
trary , LaUantm obferveth , That Apollo being confulted 
by Dioclefian*, advifed him to perfecute them with the laft 
Severity, which maketh their Perfection a little excnfa- 
ble: But what can excufe the French King's Cruelty? Do 
the Proteftants deny the God the Papifts worfliip , I mean 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, to be the true 
God? If they fay with them, That the Son is dead for cur 
Sins « do not they fay alfo, That he rofe again from the 
dead ? Had the French King been fo cautious as Diode pan* 
that is, had he confulted the holy Word of his God, be 
would have feen how contrary the Meeknefs and Charity 
of that, is to his Cruelty and Perfecution. And 1 dare-fay, 
that if he had confulted Innocent the XL who was to have 
been his God upon Earth I doubt very much, whether he 
would have advifed him to be fo, barbarous towards bii 
own Subjedts. HI add but a Refledtion about the Books of 
the Holy Scripture which have been burnt by the Ancient 
and Modern Perfecutorss and I fay, that the Maximian$> 
the Diode funs, &c. looking upon thofe Books as Impious 
and Blafphemous againft their Gods, they were lefs crimi- 
nal in Condemning them to thr fire , than the French King, 

who, if he be a Chriftian, cannot look upon the Prote° 
ftant Bibles without fome Refpeft and Reverence, being the 
Law, and the Will of his God, notwithftanding the few in 
confiderable Alterations they pretend we have made in our 
Tranflation. 

The Perfecution of the French Proteftants having been 
fo viole t as we have feen, according to this Vulgar Axiom, 
Nihil violentwn efi diutttrnum * it ftiould not have lafted a very 
long time, and yet it hath continued fome five and twen- 
ty years , or more , ( but efpecially fince the late King 
Charles's Death) without abating any thing of its Rigour 
and Cruelty. It was thought alfo, that the French King 
being fo taken up in defending himfelf againft fo many 
Enemies, might have cooPd his Anger for a while-, bat we 
were mightily miftaken, for he every day increafes his Rage 
and Fury againft them , becaufe he looks upon them as his 

C z nearefl^ 
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neareft, and fo worft Enemies, be/ieving that after the manv 
tS? wn°M ?" d Hardfllips he hath made thera ft^rf 
IXfcen . Every new year affords new Barbarities and 
especially this , for the Protects have been deal with 
more Merely m all parts of France this laft, than thev had 
been the three or four years before. It feems howeve/ tha? 
the Lower J^mtajm has been the Scene of their greateft In- 
humanities;, and a true Relation thereof beinf come ia 
to my hands , I am defired to pabliA it,. and a! wilJL to 
gratify fo reafonable a Requeft The. Account H as *{£.. 

A Faithful Account of the Renewed ferfecution of 
the Troteftants in Lower Aqukaine: MeEt'd 
out of fever al Letters, mitten by known <Per* 
Jons from that VroYtnce • and taken from the 
Vepofmm made by a Gentleman newly arrived 
from tboje Tarts, who for ins ^J Jake %* 
had hts Houfe pulled down, and raJd to the 
Oround, and hmfelf hungup in Effy^ 

JW only but F,>e hundred hnrfhfc W ° :h0ufaad ' and 
table of the Town B A " k Wtre , the inoib coufi de- 
tne lown. I hofe Churches, with the others, fell 

under 
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unde r the Mercilefs violence of the Dragoons and for three or 
four Years together, (hewed a very weakfearfulnefs-, butfince 
that time, it hath pleafcd God, they have recovered their Spi- 
rits, as many others have done in that Province, and have de- 
nied going to Mafs. Being however unfatisfied in their Confer- 
ences,, and weary of being longer withheld from their fpiritu- 
al Devotions of praying to God together, they made the laft 
Year feveral Aflemblies in fome private Houfes where they 
performed all the exercifes of their Religion, with one of thofe - 
couragious Minifters that were fent thitner to Preach mitt the 
Crofs. And they continued their Meetings for fome time, bfcS 
in a very peaceful way,and with a mind as far from all fedition, 
as the Witneffes sgainft them have fince teftified and declared * 
though after this difcovery they have been dealt with as Cri- 
minals of State. The Affcmbly of Bum was the firft difco- 
vered \ wheteupon Mr. 'Dnquefne Lieutenant Criminal of Nerac 
was fent thither by the Intenoant of the Pro vince. Many In- 
formations were brought in before that Magiftrate, and War- 
rants IflLed out Sgainft the mod confiderable Inhabitants-, 
who wifely forefeeing what was like then to befal them, en- 
deavoured to make their efcape : Three men however were un- 
happily taken, viu Mclfieuts Conftans^ Befcete, and la Roche y 
who was formerly the Reader and Schoolmafter of the faid 
Church, with Three Gentlewomen, viz.* Mrs. Elizabeth and 
MaryGentillot, Sifters, and one Mrs. Barbote. 

Thefe Six Prifoners were brought into the Prlfon of the 
Town-houfe of Bordeaux, and thence into the Gaol of the 
Parliament 5 where that la Roche, being a fearful man in his 
Temper, was eafily frighted by the Judges, infomuch, that 
under promife of Pardon , he was prevailed with to dis- 
cover all thofe who had been in thofe Meetings: Where- 
upon fo many Warrants were iffued out, that the Town 
of Dhm was almoft become a Defert by the flight of • 
the Protectants who were to be feized. The Intendant, with 
the Senefihal of Aquitaine , Condemned the faid Conflans 
and Vefcete to the Gallics the firft for his Life, and the 
laft for Five Years only : But before both of them were 
to make, as they call it, V amende honnorable'^ the Three 
Women were Condemned to this laft PuaiOiment, To be - 

D ftaven 
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(haven by the Hangman, and afterwards (hut up for their 
Lives io the Manufacture , which is a kind of Bridewell. 
Wcflieurs Conftam, and Befcete, made their Honourable Amend 
at BtrdeoHJi ^ but becaufe tiiis Punilhment is unknown here 
in EhgUndy I think it r.ot amifs to relate the manner of ir. 
Theft; root Gentlemen bate headed and bare feered, and" 
almoft Naked, having but a courfe linnen Shirt upon their 
back, living befides a Halter on their necks, a burning Torch 
in their hands, the Hangman at their heels, were lead in that 
Garb from the Jail of the Palace through the ftreets as far as 
the Square of St. Andrews Church , which is as far, as from 
Chartug-Crofs to Ludgate-, the Hangman telling them, that 
he was to Hang them at his return. Notwithftanding thefe 
hard oiages, and the rigors ©f the Seafon ; they /hewed ne- 
verthe'efs an humble, modeft, and chearful Conftancy and Pa- 
tieuce ; which made fo great an impreffion upon the very Ene- 
mies of their Religion, that they could not forbear their Tears 
andfomeof themfcid, they ar, called to Glonfie God by their 
M.my,dom. Mr. Ccrfans fecmed ftill more firm than his Fel- 
low-luffcreri for being asked by the Judges, Whether he 
had not been in tnofe unlawful AfTemblies ? He did not deny 
it, but anfwered undauntedly, ^the had been there many times, 
andthn he would gn <gu*jf he could, which was the occafion of 
the mcreafingof Ins Pumlhmenc. I have faid, that the Judges 
nad promifed la Roche his pardon, and therefore he wasdif- 
milled. 

A little while after the taking of thefe Prifoners at Dura, 
Jiveral Pcrfons of Saintefoywd Genfac were feized for the fam^ 

££3L' P nd r the Ytt Fe , hr ""V Iaft thc y were "rawed 
from the Prifons of thofe places into the Jail at Bordeaux 

Aaongft them were Montour Pages de Marine* on, and his iS 
dy. He was a Gentleman very Judicious, Pious, and Charita- 
ble m^ht.Iy beloved by the People, and by the Perfons of 
Quality with whom he lived very honourably he had but 
one Son, who being efcaped from the Dragoons, was kill'd in 
Inland m I ne.rMajefties Service, being an Officer in one of 
he >J*mb, .Regiments of Foot, Commanded by Brigadeer 
U Mdonure. His Lady had a great dealof Wit, Pictv °Z mI 
and Chanty, and they were a mutual comfort one to the other! 

as 
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as long as they were together in the fame Prifon \ but though 
they were fepatated about the time of their Jagmenr,that fad 
affiidtion did not leffen their Conftancy. Nothing was for- 
gotten to (hake them, and they were try ed both with promises 
and threarnirig$,but always in vain. This obliged their r "erfe- 
cutors to fall upon other methods, and knowing'how dear 
Monfieur Margueyron was to his Wife , they endeavoured to 
abufe her tendernefs to win him. Therefore they promifed her 
the life of her Husband, if (he would follicite him to renounce 
his Religion h but infteadof doing it, (he fent a Friend to ani- 
mate him to ftancFbut firm, and not to bely the Character of 
a Chrlftian§ adding withal , that (he (hould certainly dye 
with Grief, if he had any weaknefs, A Raman Catholick, 
her Friend, being prefent, did blame her for fo defperate- 
ly advifing her Husband ;but fhe anfwered h'imjThatJhe would ra- 
ther fee her Husband (tho ve*y dear to her) burning in a fire, than 
hear that he had been fo weakly as to change his Religion* - 
As foon as her Husband was condemned , (he was told of ir, 
and that he likewife had notice to prepare for it 5 thereupon 
fhe inquired only, how he had received that advice- and 
hearing that it was with a great deal of Courage, and with 
an undaunted firmnefs, (he (hewed an extream Joy, and fal- 
ling on her Knees, returned her thanks to the Almighty, 
befeeching him with a Chriftian fervency, to inflame more 
and more his Refigriatiofc and Courage to the very end of 
his Life. She declared befides, Ttoat her Tears did not pro- 
ceed from any natural Wtaknefs, but only from a deep Sorrow, that 
God had not thought her worthy to ffftr for his Glory unto Bloody 
and to be the Fellow- fujferer cf her Husband^ that (ke would have 
looked on it as a great happinef; to her , had [he been to dye with 
him, for the Glory of him who had given his Life for thtir Salva- 
tion^ that neverthelefs foe was fatifed togiveto the Saviour of her 
Soul) the Life of the Husband he had given her for the com* 
fort of her own > knowing that if they were fcparatedfor a while, 
they fhould be rejoyned for ever in the fellowjhip of the Glory , 
where they foould neither have Enemies to fear, nor Tribulation to 
undergo. 

The Husband on his fide (hewed the .Conftancy and the Ro 
fignatton of a Martyr, and anfwered ftoutly, That with God^s 
Grace he hoped to fight, and to ft and out to the end*. The 
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The Judges were not a little perplexed at this-Gentlemans 
"Tryal, becaufe they were told, that he Wtt oot to dye, the 
King's Declaration condemning to death only thole that were 
taken in the Fnft, that is, in the Aflemblics , and not thofe 
who, asMonfieur Margncyron, were ind idled for having been 
there. The matter was plain, and the Judges had nothing to 
fay againfl: it, but onthe contrary they confeffed , That ac- 
cording to the Written-law he was not to dye , but that according 
to the Oral Order they had received thereupon , and which was 
ftronger than the L*W it felf, he ought to fuffer aeath. Truly the 
Judges Were in the right, to fpeak of that Oral Order, for we 
are certainly informed, that he was condemned by an exprefs 
Order of the King's Council. 

The'very morning he was removed from Bordeaux to Sainte- 
foy> the place of his Execution, all devout Perfons gave him 
a vififc in the Prifon , and we are told , that many Letters 
could hardly contain the good things he told them, as to 
the Profvffion of the Chriftian Religion, and as to hisRefig- 
nation to the Will of God. Tney were fo much affe&ed with 
his admirable Difcourfes , and fo p-tflionately moved by his 
fmiling Countenance, that none could fpeak a word to com- 
fort or incourage him ^ but truly he had no need of it, having 
had the Holy Ghofi for bis jpomforter to his end. When he 
was brought cut of the Prffon of Bordeaux , there was above 
two thoufand Perfons about him, fome weeping, fome admi- 
ring his firm and cheerful Countenance, and fome others 
faying ■> See how he out-braves the King with his fmiling Face. 
, A Priejt obferving his placid looks under the heavinefs of his 
Chains, could not forbear his Tears, nor faying to thofe that 
were about him, The Hugonots can boafl that they have a 
Martyr in him. And indeed, had not that Gentleman and his 
Lady fhewed fuch Conftancy and Patience , they would have 
degenerated from the Piety of their Anceftors, who have 
been always ?.ealours for their Religion , and of whom two 
have fuffered Martyrdom formerly , as may be fcen in the 
french Martyrology. 
/ That Glorious ConfefTor going out of his Prifon, gave his 
Blefling to all he met in his way, faying to thofe he fawcom- 
paiEonatdy weeping for his Sufferings, Don't weep for me, but 
. t A .a . ' ; for 
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Weep for your felves, andtakf care to live better hereafter, than yon 
have done hitherto \ adding, That his life was not at all dear to 
him, provided he could run out his Race with Joy, as he 
hoped he fliould do. Tho his Chains were exceeding heavy, 
yet one might fee in his face a pleafant chearfulnefs, like that 
we may obferve in other men when they are advanced to fome 
high and noble Dignity. The Three Gentlewomen of T>hw % 
we before fpeke of, who were Condemned to make their Hi- 
nourable zAm and in their own Town, and in the fight of their 
Relations 5 (that fo their Punifliment might appear the more 
infamous) were brought out of Jail, at the fame time with 
Monfteur Margmyron^ being faftned one to another, and fent 
along with him to Saintefoy 9 attended by feveral Bailiffs, and 
the Hangman.* Their defign in this was to frighten thofe Gal- 
lant and Chriltian Souls from their firft Conftancy, by making 
them fpsftatorsof the Death and Sufferings of that Gracious 
Martyr 5 but God be praifed , they were rather the more 
led by what thofe Mifcreants thought would be fo 
frightful a ipeftacle to them, than any ways terrified, as we 
'fhail fee in the ftqud of this Relation. . . 

Several Perfons went from Bordeaux to Salntefoy^ to be wit- 
nrffjs of the undaunted Courage and Conftancy of our now- 
going to begioryfied Saint, and to ftrcngihcii thcrufclvcs by his 
holy Exhortations, as well as by his Example. About an 
hour before his Death, he fent for his Daughters and near Re- 
lations, and acquainted them with feveral things they knew 
not of ^ he commanded them above all things, to bellow as 
much of his Efhte as they could to the Poor 5 he exhorted them 
to ftandintheprofeflion of the Truth, for which he was joy- 
fully going to refign his life and afterwards he defired an ac- 
quaintance of his to let his Informer know, that he did hearti- 
ly forgive him, and would dye his Friend. He was Executed 
at Saintefoy in the publick place, ox\ S atm day t\\z 26th. of April 
laft, New-jiilc. Though it was the Market-day, the Shops and 
the Windows were (hut up, and there was nobody tobefeen 
in the Streets but a crcud of- poor forrowful People, faying* 
What Jhallwe do ? What will become of us i We lofe in this Great 
Goodman cur Vrotettor and Father. The Gallows was incompafled 
round with a Troop of Horfe, and a Company of Foot, yet 
even thole could not hinder a croud of Poor people getting 
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%*r it,(and amongft them twoGentltmer ^Bordeaux in df&tffi ) 
or P orpofe to hear the iaft dying Speech of our Martyr, who 
was brought thither with the three before-mentmned Gentle, 
women 5 and no fooner was he got upon the Ladaer, tnan he 
& ifci * W's ^ which 1 am afcendtrg to Heaven, 
Ik had a mind to make a Speech to the People, but no iconer 
did he begin to open his Mouth, but the Trumpets and Drums 
befkri to found,that his words might not be heard : Thereupen 
he defircd a fhort ceiTation,wherein to make his Prayers to God, 
but was allowed none, but was immediately tarn d off the, 
Ladder, pronouncing thefe words of the Koy^lTJhlmfi, Into 
thine hands 1 commit my fpirit* fgr th&ktf redeemed me O Lord 
Get of truth, PfaU'.v. j. His Body was left upon the Gallows 
till the Sunday following at Night, and then at the requeft of 
the Inhabitants, delivered to one of his Farmers, who Buried 
it in a private place. The fame day he was Executed, his 
houfe was Levelled to the ground, and the materials of it given 
tothePrieft of theParifh to inlargehis Church with,?nd ins fe- 
deral Eftateshave been feized for the paying of 6ooo. Livers, 
to which the charges or Penalties of his Trial amounted. Thus 
died that Brave and Religious Martyr, without fhewing any 
weakne-fs, or fo much as Anger at his Perfecutcrs $ but on the 
contrary, fuch a meeknefs and unfhaken conftancy, that the 
Paplfts ihemfelves were heard to fay, That if any man of their 
Religion had led fo Pious a life, as Monfieur Margueyron had 
done, and had dyed in fo Chriftian a manner, he would be in- 
fallibly Canonized. 

When the ftd News of his death was brought to his Wife, 
flie (hewed fomewhat more than a msnly Courage, it being 
without any fign at all of Human weaknefs. She immediately 
returned her devout Thanks to God, for the great fteadinefs 
of Refolution he had given to her Husband, and faid to thofe 
about her, He is now very happy, for he re (tab from bU Labours. 
She was Condemned likewife to affift at her Husbands Executi- 
on, to be fhaven by the Hangman, and afterwards confined for 
her life in the Mmufa&ure of "Bordeaux but either they' thought 
it would be too Cruel in them to let her fee the Tragical did of 
her Husband, or rather they feared by her Bravery of Soul 
fhe would incourage him the more, and too much work upon 
the Peoples affedions , they left her in the Prifon of Bordeaux 
til! the Execution of her Husband was oyer. The 
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The three Gentlewomen that came along with him, having 
Teen Monfieur Margmyrons Death without being in the leait 
Tnaken , contrary to their Pertecutor's expectation , were 
brought from Saimefoy to Dum 9 where they made their Honon- 
rableAmand on the 28th. of the faid Month of Jpri! } being the 
Market-day at that place : They had never appeared in their 
lives fo chearful , nor had their faces ever been fo charming, as 
they feemedthen in that frightful Garb-, the moanful beams of 
the burning Torch they carried in their hands, did as it were 
increafe the natural brightnefs of their Eyes 5 and the wretch- 
ed Halter they had on their necks, was a much more fine and 
glorious fight, than a Pearler Diamond Necklace, We have 
•told you in the beginning of this Relation, that feveral Pa*- 
Tons of Dum who had been Indifod, had made their Efcapes 5 
they were Summoned, but not having appeared, they were 
Condemned by Out-la wry to be Hmg'd, and to be HangM im- 
mediately in Effigie, till chey could be found ; infomucb, that 
on that very d^y thofe Gentlewomen Glorified God by their 
Sufferings at Vhyos , Four Gentlemen and a Gentlewoman 
wereHang'd up in Effigie> viz.. Monfieur Fonunotemd his Wife, 
Monfieur Peynan, Advocate in the Court of Parliament, Mon- 
fieur Mkhean a Merchant, and Monfieur de Peyferier Gentle- 
man, who is newly arrived here id England, and from whom 
we have feme particulars of this Relation 5 and the fame day 
alfo his houfe, in which they ufed to have their Religious Af* 
fembltes, was pulled down. The Three Gentiewomen were 
bi ought back to Bordeaux, and being (haven by the Hangman, 
they were (hut up in the Uamfa$kre t where they (hew the like 
P.uience, Confhncy, and Cheaifulnefs , as they did in "their 
former Sufferings. 

The Perfecutors have been no lefs rigorous to the Church of 
Genfac, than to the two former. Ma#y Pafons were indi&ed, 
and one of thera called John de Lande, being saken, has been lent 
totheGallies for Three Years Seven others that are fled, have 
: been Condemned by Oat-Iawry tobehang'd, amongft whom 
are thefe Gentlemen, Meffieitrs Belkveue de Durege^ de Belief onds^ 
de Vialle, and Peyriere de Gent Mot , whofe Houfes have been 
pulled down. 

E very Age of Chriftianity has found by experience, rhat 
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the Blood of the Martyrs is the feed of the Church 5 and we 
hear alfo that comfortable truth upon this occafion: We are 
told that the Death of Monfieur Margucyron^ together with 
the generous Sufferings of thofe Confeflbrs we have already 
fpoken of, has awakened and enlivened the fleeping zeal of 
many People infomuch that we arc r.IFjred, that feveral other 
Perfons wotild joyfully Sacrifice their lives, rather than fall 
again into their former weaknefs. Several Perfons of Nerac, 
and of Lygcuks near Bergerac are alfo Perfected, and fome 
taken, though fentence has nor been pronounced againft them, 
fo: ought we can yet learn 3 and we are informed by the laft 
publick accounts, that the Perfecutian con(inneth there with 
a v: ry great fury, as well as in all other Provinces of France. 

I would here put an end to thisDifcourfe, but that I promi- 
fed to make fome few Reflections upon the unreafonablc fond- 
nefs of a certain hot Party amongft "us for the French Ku g, -.0 
they at the fame time pretend to be both true Er^Ujhnen aojd 
good Prcteftants. Indeed their proceedings are To odd and 
extravagant, that future Ages wili hardly believe what we fee 
with our own Eyes. Thefe Gentlemen would fain perfwade 
the World, that the Perfections in France have not been fo 
violent as we have been informed, and that the French King 
hath now changed his mind, and is become another man : But 
what can be more idle, ridiculous, and impertinent, than this 
fluff of theirs ? Would they with a Brazen brow, give the lye 
tofo many Thoufands of Wicnefles, and to our own eyes too > 
But what new varnifh can they find to put upon this laft Perfel 
cution? Truly if the French King hath now changed his mind ' 
he mufl; have been exceeding violent indeed, iince the very 
dregs of his Fury are ftill fo terrible h For what more Cruel can 
be imagined, than to put a Gentleman to a vile and infamous 
death \ to fend fo many others to the GalJies, and to condemn 
others to fhameful Punifluuent, upon the bare pretence that 
they have met together to Pray to God, notwkhftanding his 
prohibition?If fo hard treatment may not be call'd aPcrfecution 
I do not know then what may deferve that name : and on the 
contrary, if this be meeknefs and gentlenefs, I cannot imagine 
what that is which we call Inhumanity. S 
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I would beg leave to ask our Murmurers only two queftions. 
1. How is it polfible that a Tyrant, who has fo cruelly perfe* 
cuted the Proteftants in his own Kingdom ; who has pulled 
down fo many of their Churches, put to death fo many men 
upon account of Religion only * who, further yet , boatts, 
That he himfelf hath almoft rooted out the Hercfie*, and who 
fiil] continues his Rage and Fury againft ali the Proteftants 
that are found in his Dominions-, 1 fay, How is it poflible, 
that fuch a man can ever be the Proteftor of the Church of 
England, as our Grumbling Crew call him ? Perhaps they 
will anfwer,That the French Hngonots have not been ttfed with 
fo much feverity upon the account of their Religion merely, 
but becaufe the French King found them dangerous to Ins 
Grandure and his State, having ftrong fufpiciocs of their Fi- 
delity ; but let them prove what they fay : I would fain know 
what Publick Aft or Declaration they can inftancc m$ and 
whether they have any Witneflcs that will fay, the Booted- 
Mffwnaries have ever required from the Hugonots a greater 
Tett of their Fidelity, than they had before, but only their 
forcing them to go to Mafs. Every body knows, that this 
French King owes his Crown to thofe very Proteftants he has 
fo cruelly ufed ; and confequently, that their Fidelity could 
not be in the leaft called into queftion. But if the French King 
aimed not at the extirpation of the ProUftant Religion, why 
doth he fay in his Letters and Memorials againft the Emperor 
and the King of Spain, that it was his intention ? Why hath 
he deftroyed the Churches of Orange, and fore'd his Majeft^s 
Subjefts, as well as his own, to forfakc their Religion, and to 
go to Mafs ? And why hath he compelled the Duke of Savoy 
to deftroy the PauJois, as his Royal Highnefs has pubiickly de- 
clared? The French King having then declared War againft 
all the Proteftants of the World, 1 thought the Church of 
Ewlandhad not been excepted - x and 1 was induced to that 
belief, by the Meafures the late King had t . ken with nun, ef- 
fectually to deftroy it ; but being now allured by feme, that 
he is the Protestor of it, I am iurprized at fuch a wonderful 
Change and this is the firft Thcenowwon, the Solution o[ whii h 
Ihumbly. deficeof our Learned Murmurers. 
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I ask, idly. If it be poflible, that a true Englifc.m*^ /hat 
is, one living free under Their M-ijeflies molt Gracious o- 
vernment, and making ufe of his right Reafon, can ■ > : h a 
Tyrant for his King 5 aaOpprdDr* who h s made his Su ..ts 
themoft miferabie Wretches and Slaves id toe world, tb a- 
habitants of one of themoft plentiful C&aatmi of t w earth.; . 
who fucks their very blood and marrow from them, to fat; fie 
his vaft A;nbition,or his impure Luft . and Pleafures, and w :o 
faenfices them to his lead lurereft or Vanity : The Enemy of 
Mankind, the Invader of his Neighbours: APrinc?, it [may 
call him fa, who has ever yet [cornea to be a flave to bis Oaths or 
Treaties* and on whom^ the Religion be profjfes, and all that is 
facred among ft men, has no manner of Force or Fewer ; to ufc Ene 
verywerdsfof the King of Spain, in (lii Le$££tOQ the l ope. 
In a word, If it be pofiible for an ErgUfi man^ Who lev s the 
Intereftof his Nition, to with for a man of thcCiian tec of 
ims French King, to be his Abfolute Lord and IVUfler ? 

Till thefe Gentlemen will be pleafed to anfwer rat; $fyefe 
two queftionsj I rtiall make bold to d liver my own thoughts 
ppon them : And as to the firft, 1 fay, Ih .c the French King 
is not the FroicHoY of the Church of England, and imc his Ido- 
laters who give him that magnificent Title, prevaricate, and 
"make ufe of fome equivocation \ for they muit mean another 
Church far different from tSiat hereeffobhlhed by the Laws cf 
this Kingdom. Ours needs no other Prote&iorj, than that of 
Their Majeltiess andfurelam, the Gentlemen I fpeak of, sre 
Papifts in their hearts, notwithftanding their (o much ?fF <5ted 
outward (hew of Proteltantifm, if they have any Religion at 
all. As to the fecond Qjery, If it be poffibl: for 4n Englijh-man 
who leveihthe true Intereft of his Nation, to wijl) his Mafter might 
he a man of the Char titer of this French King ? I a 1 Wer, No : 
And therefore by the reafons contained in the Qjery, Icon- 
elude, TJhatthe Murmurers are either Fools, or Enemies of 
this Ccuntrey : Now to fay they are the former, 1 confefs it 
would fee in a little too hard a Cenfure, and 1 (hould wrong 
feveralof them, whom I know to be m;m of Pacts. They are 
fo fond of themfdves^ that lure I am, they wodd vruch rather 
be called Enemies to this Nation. And to Co^plifanre is 
oppofite to my Uw$tt$ yet for their iLkcs I muS: upon this oc- 
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cafion force my natural inclination, and agree with them, that 
this lad Character iV more fuitablc to their proceedings, than 
that of Fools. 

Having given nn cxatt Parallel between the Ancient and 
Modern Perfccutors, my Dehgn would be imperfect, fhould 
1 omit faying fomejtnmg of the Tragick Death that common- 
ly attends the Enemies of the Church. Gcd has in all ages 
made maniieft the (evere Judgments heexercifes upon them. 
The Relation of the Deaths of the Primitive PtrfemorsjNtit- 
ten by Lattanths, which I have jtb often quoted, is fp frightful, 
that the confidcration of their miferable end , ought, one 
would think, to deter any man from Perfecuting for the fu- 
ture and had the French Ring but reflected upon their Fate, 
and the Tragick Deaths of his own Anceftors, 1 doubt very 
much whether he would have taken fo dangerous a courfr.King 
Henry the id. who had fworn to fee Ann DuhourgZ P.otcftant, 
burning at the flake., received a mortal wound in one of his 
eyes a few days before, frottl the Earl of Montgomery, of 
which he dyed 11 days after. Francis the id. who was very 
fevere upon the Hngonots 9 dyed fuddenly. Charles the 9^. who 
caufed the faid Hugonots to be fo barbaronfly murtheredatihe 
Bloody and Memorable Maflacre at Paris 7 atlaft drowned 
himfelf in his own blood. Uer.ry the $U. no lefs cruel than 
his Brother, was killed by a Monli. Henry the q.th. who tpr 
ncunced the Trot eft ant Religion, to turn Papift, and withal a 
Bij:ot, Sjrasfirft wounded by a Difciple of the Jefuits, and af- 
terwards murdered in his own Coach, and in his chief City. 
And -iLw/Vche 1 3th. having endeavoured to extirpate the Pro- 
tell ants, died miferably, ( as feme fay ), being eaten up by 
Vermin. Lewis the 14th. is not yet dead, and fo 1 cannot tell 
what will be his fate ; but I would advife him to confider 
the dreadful Death of .Galenas Maximl-tn\ he was vifited by 
God with an Ulcer in his fecret Par ts^and d j ed afterwards in 
a molt inferable manner. The F*_wk Ktag is extremely like 
to that Ancient Perfecutcr, let him fear left his Fifiala does 
not prefage to him the fame Fate. 
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BOOKS Printed for, and Sold 
by Richard Baldwin. 



Xj'Urope's Chains Broke ; Or, a Sure and Speedy Projea to Refcue Her from 
J_/ the Prejent Ufurpations of the Tyrant of France. 

Chrin-ianiflinuis ChrHHanandus. Or, Reafonfor the Reduction of France 
to a more Chnftian State in Europe, By Marchimam Neeuham. 

Truth brought to Light. Or, the Hiftory of ttefirfi Fourteen Terrs of Kin* 
James the I. In Four Parts. I. The Happy State of Fngland at His M«jefty ? s 
Entrance ; The Corruption of it afterwards. With the Rife of Particular 
Favour,^, and the Dtvtfant between Tins and other States abroad. II TheDi 
voree betwixt the Lady Frances Howard and Robert Earl of Efiex before the 
lung s Delegates,^ authorized under the Kings Broad Seal. As alfo the Arraign- 
tnmofSirJwisYelVK, Lieutenant of the Tower, & C . about the Murther if 
Sir Thomas Overbury, with all Proceedings thereupon, and the KirSs Gra4- 
oiis Pardon and Favour to the Count efs. III. A Declaration of His H&fot Re- 
venue fince he came to the Crown of England. With the Annual Mfes Gifts, 
pMfy and Extraordinary Dtsburfments. IV. The Commons and Warrants 
jorthe Burning of two Hereticks newly revived, with two Pardons, one for 
ineopmlus Higgcns, the other for Sir Ew^cs Hart. 

Fn1m!% R r !at '°Vi/ hS £ CrUekleS md Barbarities of the French, upon the 
'It 0 *'? ' heln S a **** °f th »r Travels from Dinant * Bri- 

rany, to Thoulon in Provence ; And back amain. With a Defcnttion of the 

Satiation, and Fortifications of all the Eminent Towns upoLheZJZ-d^ 
Durance Of 'their Pnions and Ho/pitals, and the dumber of the Men that died 
under their Cruelty ; With the Names of many of them, and the Places of thTr 
Deaths and Burials: With an Account of the great Charity and Suferings of the 

FaihfuUy md Impartially performed by Richard Strutton, being anEye-mtnefs 

ana a renew- Sunerer. J J 1 

A Projea of a Dfcent upon France, by a Perfon of Quality. 

4 New, Plain, Short, .agdeemphat French WEnglifih Grammar- wher>. 
ty t,oe Learner way attain in few Months to Speak and Write French CoireBh 
as they do now in the Court of France, and wherein all that is Dark, Supcrfiil 
or* «nd Deficient in other Grammars, * Plain, -Short and Methodically fupplied 
^Ifovery ujeful to Strangers that arc defirous to learn the Englifl, Tongue- for 
***** " dd ^ a Short, but very exact Englifh Grammar The Second Ed: - 
- n, by Peter Berault. . 
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